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Vanessa Bosley 
Chair of the Council  12th November 2025 

    Minutes of a Meeting of East Challow Parish Council 

Held on Wednesday 8th October 2025 at 19:00, East Challow Village Hall 

 
Public Session: It was confirmed that the telephone box/defib/book swap has now been painted. A 

request was received to renew the telephone signs and erect a sign showing defib and book swap. It 

was noted that the Parish Council would need to investigate this as the telephone box is grade II 

listed. The starting of a community project group to maintain some areas of the village was discussed 

and a Love Your Village month in the Spring. The Clerk highlighted the need for insurance.  

An update was requested on the installation of the pathway on CL98. The Clerk reported that 2 

quotes have been obtained and that there had been delays, outside of the Parish Council control, in 

obtaining the 3rd. The Parish Council were thanked for the tree works completed on CL98. 

Members Present:  

Chair   Cllr V A Bosley (VB) 

Vice Chair  Cllr F Webb (FW)   

Members  Cllr A Gregson (AG) 

   Cllr T Hayes (TH) 

   Cllr I Crump (IC) 

    

 

Clerk    Jane Smith 

RFO   Laura Pike (left meeting at 20:20) 

Public and press:  3 MoP 

Meeting started at 19:04 

91/25-26 To receive apologies for absence. 

Cllr B Golden 

Cllr P Barrow  

 

92/25-26 Declarations of Interests  

92.1/25-26 To receive declarations of interest for items on this agenda. 

Cllr V Bosley Village Hall Committee 

Cllr I Crump Village Hall Committee 

 

93/25-26 To approve the minutes of a previous council meeting. 

93.1/25-26      Meeting held on 10th September 2025 

It was agreed by all Councillors present that the minutes were an accurate record of the meeting. 

Proposed by Cllr Webb seconded by Cllr Gregson. The minutes were signed at the end of the 

meeting. 
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93.2/25-26 Matters arising from the minutes not elsewhere on the agenda.  
77.9/25-26 To receive an update regarding the bill payments and the enquiry with SSE. 

A credit to the account was received on 29/07/25 in regard to the overpayment and estimated bills. 

The RFO was asked to email all Councillors and clarify the money that has been credited to the SSE 

account. [ACTION RFO] The RFO emailed all Councillors advising them that a total of £483.04 had 

been credited to the electricity account. 

78.2 /25-26 To receive the External Audit Report for the financial year 2024-2025. 

The following was noted by all Councillors. 

Internal auditor answered Not Covered to control objective F which suggests that the council does 

not operate a petty cash system. It is suggested that the reconciliation schedule is updated, petty 

cash is removed. Scribe were contacted regarding this after last year’s AGAR. The RFO will follow this 

up again with Scribe. [ACTION RFO] Petty cash has now been removed from Scribe. 

Moore identified during the initial review of the AGAR return boxes 6, 7 and 8 of the prior year 

column (2023/24) on section 2 – accounting Statements have been restated. This was in order to 

remove duplicate entries included as unpresented payments in the prior year. Boxes 7 and 8 have 

been marked as restated but box 6 has not. The RFO will mark box 6 as restated. [ACTION RFO] The 

RFO marked box 6 as restated and the Clerk has uploaded to the website.  
82.5/25-26 To discuss and agree a response to the winter preparedness email. 

Resolved: It was agreed that the Clerk submit a nil return. [ACTION CLERK] An email was sent by the 

Clerk on 11/09/25 confirming a nil return.  

82.6/25-26 To approve £500 for essential work on trees on the Village Green.  

Resolved: It was unanimously agreed to accept the quotation for £500 excluding VAT from RJR Tree 

Surgery, it was agreed that the money would come from the EMR for trees. The Clerk was asked to 

arrange for the work to be completed. [ACTION CLERK] The tree works were completed on 

07/10/25. 

82.9/25-26 To receive a response from West Challow Parish Council regarding dog waste bins. 

West Challow Parish council feel there is adequate provision at either end of the Childrey Bridlepath. 

Resolved: The Council noted this and asked the Clerk to respond to the Parishioner who requested 

the provision of more dog waste bins. [ACTION CLERK] 11/09/25 Clerk sent the email. 

84.1/25-26 To receive and consider the Grant application from the Village Hall committee. 

Resolved: It was unanimously agreed to approve the grant application of £3000 from the Village Hall 

Committee. It was agreed that this would be paid in one instalment as all the precept had now been 

received. The RFO was asked to include this payment on the October payments list. The Clerk was 

asked to inform the Village Hall committee of when this will be paid. [ACTION CLERK/RFO] The Clerk 

advised the Village Hall Committee on the 11/09/25, the payment is on the October payments list. 

84.2/25-26 To receive and consider the grant application from GroW. 

Resolved: The Parish Council unanimously agreed to grant GroW £150 towards costs for the running 

of the East Challow Toddler Group. The RFO was asked to include this payment on the October 

payments list. The Clerk was asked to inform GroW of when this will be paid. [ACTION CLERK/RFO] 

The Clerk advised GroW on the 11/09/25, the payment is on the October payments list 

Correspondence has been received from OCCH regarding replacing the existing 50mph limit with a 

40mph limit on the A417 at Challow Station, from north of Field View Accommodation (formerly The 

Leather Bottle) to south of New Road (B4001 to Childrey). Comment on the proposals were 

requested by 03/10/25. Some concerns were expressed as it was felt that the existing limits were 
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proportionate to the road environment. The majority of Councillors agreed to the proposals. The 

Clerk was asked to respond [ACTION CLERK] The Clerk emailed the Council’s response on the 

11/09/25. 

 

94/25-26 Chairman’s Announcements 

Permission has been given for the Deputy Mayor of Wantage to wear her Chain of Office whilst 

opening a new business on Grove Technology Park on 16th October 2025. 

 

New defib pads have been installed they now expire on 28/02/28. 

 

The planning application below was received after the agenda was issued, this did appear on the 

September agenda when a response was approved of no objections. This is an amendment to 

include OCC Highways recommendations on a parking plan and travel plan. The Council agreed to 

submit a response in support of this amendment. 

P25/V1605/FUL Location:  

W & G Industrial Estate, Unit 6/6a Faringdon Road East Challow Wantage OX12 9TF Description: 

Change of use of industrial unit to gymnastics facility (as amended by plans extending red line to the 

highway, and as amplified by parking plan and Green Travel Plan received 30 September 2025) 

Response required by 20/10/25  

 

95/25-26 Staffing Matters 

95.1 To approve advertising for a Handyman/Maintenance Warden. 

This was discussed; the Clerk circulated a draft job description for a Maintenance Warden. Pay scales 

and hours were discussed. The Clerk was asked to enquire with the OALC if the NALC pay scales or 

National Living Wage should be used. This will be discussed again at the next meeting. [ACTION 

CLERK] 

 

95.2/25-26 To approve up to 4 hours overtime for the RFO for work on the budget if required. 

Resolved: Up to 4 hours overtime was unanimously approved for the RFO to carry out work on the 

budget. 

 

95.3/25-26 To advise the Council that staffing reviews will be taking place during the next 2 

months. 

This was noted. 

 

96/25-26  Finance 2025-26 
96.1/25-26 To agree the September payments paid in October 2025. 

Resolved: The September payments paid in October were unanimously agreed. A payment to RJR 

Tree surgery of £600 including VAT, was also approved for payment before the November meeting, 

(once the invoice is received) this was approved at the September meeting for tree works on the 

Village Green (CL98). This will be on the November payments list marked as paid.  The Chair signed 

the payments list as per East Challow Parish Council’s Financial Regulations. [ACTION RFO] 

 96.2/25-26 To note the September 2025 receipts. 

These were noted. 
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96.3/25-26 To note the reconciled bank account as of 30th September 2025.  

 This was noted and the reconciliation was signed by Cllr Webb.        

             

         
 

96.4/25-26 To note the 2nd budget to actual figure review for 2025/26  

This was noted, there are still 2 figures showing on the budget to actual that were noted on the July 

meeting Budget to actual as need removing, a call was raised with Scribe. Once this is done the RFO 

was asked to send the updated version to the Clerk and all Councillors. [ACTION RFO] 
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96.5/25-26 To receive information on the current CIL balance and dates for spending. 

The RFO prepared and distributed information on CIL received since 2021, what has been spent and 

the time scales for future spending this was noted by all Councillors. 

 

96.6/25-26 To agree the revised EMR/ringfenced budget for 25/26.  

Resolved: The revised EMR/ringfenced budget for 25/26 was unanimously approved. 

 

96.7/25-26 To receive information on the uncashed payments to HMRC. 

The RFO reported the more recent cheque that was sent to HMRC, despite the inclusion of 

information on what the cheque was paying, HMRC allocated this incorrectly. 
The RFO has cleared any outstanding amounts against any additional “penalty” payments that have 

been made. The RFO thinks that some of the outstanding amounts were not penalties but were 

PAYE and NI. 

The RFO reported that it had been frustrating that HMRC made errors in allocating the payments, 

which have resulted in interest being paid even though a direct debit is in place. The RFO will check 

the Government Gateway account more frequently, although as a direct debit is set up it is up to 

HMRC to take payment.  

All that is left on the accounts as outstanding now is July onwards, July and August are due to be 

paid out on direct debits in October, after that there should be no penalties or outstanding amounts. 

The RFO proposed that once the next two direct debits leave the account after 22nd October the 

direct debit is cancelled and the RFO will pay HMRC monthly, so the amount is paid over at the 

correct time for what is owed.  

 

96.8/25-26 To discuss changing electricity supplier. 

Resolved: The Council agreed unanimously that they would like to change electricity provider to see 

if a better deal could be obtained. The RFO was asked to investigate, possibly by using U Switch. 

[ACTION RFO] 

 

96.9/25-26 To discuss appointing an Internal Auditor for the 2025/26 Internal Audit. 

Resolved: The Council agreed unanimously to investigate internal auditors for the 25/26 internal 

audit. The RFO was asked to progress this and bring information back to the November or December 

meeting. [ACTION RFO] 

 

96.10/25-26 To note the 2nd instalment of the precept has been received. 

The 2nd instalment of the precept was received on 02/09/25 of £28,317.50, this was noted by all 

councillors. 

 

96.11/25-26 To receive information and approve the opening of a savings account for the transfer 

of EMR’s. 

This is ongoing, the RFO will now be working on the budget this will be moved to the February 2026 

agenda. 

 

96.12/25-26 To receive and update on the missing Castle Water meter 

The Clerk received an email on 15/09/25 from PJ Keary, consultants who would be carrying out a 

supply verification on behalf of Thames water. The Clerk responded to the email and tried to ring the 
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mobile number, but there was no response from either. The Clerk tried again to make contact on 

22/09/25, but again no response. An email was received on 03/10/25 from Castle Water stating that 

the Wholesaler had been unable to carry out the supply verification due to not being able to contact 

the Clerk. The Clerk responded registering disappointment with this continued situation. 

 

96.13/25-26 RFO report 

The RFO reported that she had attended a beyond precept training course, giving ideas of where 

Parish Councils could apply for additional funding for projects. The RFO reported that the EMR 

training with the OALC had been very useful.  

The Bank authorisers were thanked for their swift responses and authorisation of the payment to 

MH Goals. It was highlighted that authorisers would be expected to authorise payments that perhaps 

they had not been involved with. The Authorisers were asked to contact the Clerk or RFO if they 

required any additional information when authorising.  

 

97/25-26       Governance 

97.1/25-26 To discuss the safe storage of documents. 

The Retention Policy states that original signed paper copies of minutes of meetings must be kept 

indefinitely in safe storage. These are currently stored in a cupboard in the Village Hall which is not 

fire retardant. The Chair has spoken with the Village Hall Committee, they have agreed the Parish 

Council can relocate an existing filing cabinet to a better position. This filing cabinet currently has no 

keys.  

Resolved: It was agreed unanimously that the documents should be kept in a fire-retardant filing 

cabinet and replacement keys should be purchased. [ACTION CHAIR] 

 

97.2/25-26 To discuss Councillor responsibilities.  

Some Councils have a nominated Councillor as a point of contact for areas/ standing agenda items 

within the Village. This was discussed and it was noted that some Councillors are already nominated 

as points of contact for areas/Standing agenda items. The areas were discussed. 

Resolved:  It was agreed that this should be discussed again at a Council meeting when all 

Councillors are present. The Clerk was asked to circulate the ideas discussed before the November 

Meeting. [ACTION CLERK] 

 

98/25-26      To receive reports from District and County Councillors 

98.1/25-26       Oxfordshire County Councillor 

A report was not available 

98.2/25-26       Vale of the White Horse District Councillor 

A report was not available 

 

 99/25-26 Planning 

99.1/25-26 To note planning application 
P25/V1818/DIS- Location Grove Technology Park, Grove Business Centre Downsview Road Wantage 

OX12 9FF 
Description: Discharge of condition 19 (rooflight details0 on planning application P25/V0943/S73 

(formerly P23/1784/O) Variation of condition 7 (Remediation) on planning application P23/V1784/O 
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- phased approach to remediation proposed instead of entire site to allow development to start on 

phases that have been remediated (Hybrid planning application comprising; An outline planning 

application for demolition of an existing building and development of five buildings (Gateway 

Building, Blocks A, B,C, and H) and a small food outlet (Block D) to provide up to 28,507 square 

metres (gross external area) of Use Class E and Use Class B8, together with an a multi-storey car park 

(14,755 square metres) - gross external area) with all matters reserved with the exception of means 

of access. A full planning application of the erection of three buildings Blocks E (3,080 square 

metres), F (2,432 square metres) and G (3,170 square metres) to provide total of 8,682 square 

metres (gross external area) of Use Class E and Use Class B8 with associated car parking, open space 

and landscaping.) No response required. This was noted. 

 
99.2/25-26 To note Planning decisions. 
P25/V1562/HH- Location: The Bungalow Letcombe Hill East Challow Wantage OX12 9RP 

Description: Single-storey extension and conversion of existing garage to habitable accommodation. 

GRANTED. This was noted. 

 
99.3/25-26 To approve responses to requests for consultation on applications. 
P25/V1812/S73 Location: Antwick Stud Letcombe Regis Wantage OX12 9JD 

Description: Variation of conditions 3 (Materials), 5 (Passing Points), 6 (Landscaping Scheme), 7 

(Tree Protection), 9 (Drainage Details Surface Water), 10 (Drainage Details (Foul Water) and 16 

(Ecology) on application P22/V1247/FUL (Conversion and extension of stable buildings to form three 

family homes with amenity space, parking, and associated works.) Response required by 26/09/25 

Extension agreed until 09/10/25 

Resolved: The Council resolved to submit a response of no objections.  

 

P25/V1862/HH Location: Church House Main Street East Challow Wantage OX12 9SR 

Description: Rear extension replacing conservatory and extension to rear dormer to first floor rear 

elevation 

Response required by 03/10/25. Extension until agreed 09/10/25 

Resolved: The Council resolved to submit an objection until further information has been received 

regarding delivery and parking issues as the property is in a very constricted location. 

 

100/25-26 Village and surrounding area 
100.1/25-26 To receive an update on the actions agreed following the August Village inspection. 

The following was agreed at the September meeting. 

 Victorian drain cover would be included in the budget for 26/27 [ACTION RFO] This has been noted 

to be considered in the budget for 2026/27. 

A Grounds maintenance contractor would be asked to clear the fly tipping and add this as additional 

work to their monthly invoice. [ACTION CHAIR] Completed. 

The Jubilee bench and noticeboard refurbishment would be arranged, a budget was set for £300, 

this would come from the Village Improvement EMR. [ACTION FW] The bench has been refurbished 

and is back in place.  

The contractor who installed the recreation ground fencing would be contacted. [ACTION CHAIR] 

The contractor has been contacted and will attend to the fence. 
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It was recognised by all councillors that there were several maintenance jobs in the village that 

needed attention, employing a handyman or maintenance warden was discussed. This will go on the 

October agenda. The RFO was asked to report at the October meeting if there was enough money in 

the staffing budget to cover this. [ACTION RFO] The Clerk was asked to gain advice from the OALC 

on the best way to employ a handyman/ maintenance warden. [ACTION CLERK] The Clerk gained 

advice, the person should be employed and receive some training. The RFO reported there would be 

money in the staffing budget to employ a Maintenance warden for a limited number of hours. 

The Clerk was asked to report the drains on Fix My Street. [ACTION CLERK] Drains on Letcombe hill 

were reported by the Clerk on 11/09/25 

 

100.2/25-26 To receive quotations for the installation of a pathway on an area of Village Green 

(CL98). 

The Clerk reported that 2 quotes have been obtained and that there had been delays, outside of the 

Parish Council’s control, in obtaining the 3rd; A contractor had replied but stated would be unable to 

complete the job until 2026 and another contractor who viewed the job failed to submit a quotation. 

The Clerk and Chair are due to meet another contractor this week. 

 

100.3/25-26 To receive an update on the registration of the recreation ground and the map 

preparation. 

The map was prepared by Bluestone Planning and sent to all Councillors on 22/09/25 for approval. A 

majority of councillors approved the map; this was sent to Horsey Lightly Solicitors on 25/09/25. The 

Chair was thanked for all her work on ensuring the maps were correct and ready for submission to Land 

Registry. 

 

100.4/25-26 To agree the replacement of fruit trees in the Community Orchard and agree a 

budget. 

There has not been any progress on this matter and will be discussed again at the November Parish 

Council Meeting. 

 

100.5/25-26 To ratify £75 excluding VAT for the removal of a fallen tree.  

A tree had fallen across the Park footpath during the high winds of Sunday and Monday 14/15th 

September. A sum of £75 excluding VAT was agreed with RJR Tree Surgery for urgent removal. This 

money has been spent in consultation with the Chair and under delegated authority as this was a 

safety issue. 

Resolved: The sum of £75 excluding VAT was ratified unanimously. It was agreed that this 

expenditure should come from the budget for grounds maintenance for 25/26 budget. 
 

100.6/25-26 To discuss the proposal to introduce a Prohibition of Motor Vehicles and Horse drawn 

Carriages restriction on Cornhill Lane. 

Correspondence has been received from OCC to seek views on the proposal to introduce a 

“Prohibition of Motor Vehicles and Horse Drawn Carriages” restriction on Cornhill Lane, which is 

currently a BOAT, byway open to all traffic. The reasons for this proposal are due to the unsurfaced 

nature of the Public Right of Way and it being highly vulnerable following damage caused by 

motorised vehicles and the subsequent extensive works undertaken to repair the route. 
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Resolved: The council resolved to submit a response in support of this proposal. The Clerk was asked 

to submit this response. [ACTION CLERK] 

 

100.7/25-26 To receive an update on the painting of the telephone box located on the Village 

Green. 

A volunteer from the Village painted the phone box on 21/09/25. The Council expressed thanks to the 

volunteer for their support for the Village. The points from the public session were discussed, the Chair 

offered to investigate the rules around changes made to the signs on a grade II listed telephone box. 

[ACTION CHAIR] 

 

101/25-26 Noticeboards 

 101.1/25-26 To receive quotations for the installation of the new village notice board on Fuller’s 

Grove. (Crest Nicholson site) 

Resolved: The Quotation of £240 excluding VAT from Pepler Fencing was unanimously approved. It 

was noted that the Financial Regulations did not require 3 quotations under the value of £500. The 

Chair will contact Pepler Fencing and arrange dates for installation and request the RAMS. [ACTION 

CHAIR]. It was agreed that the money would come from the rest of the unused outsourced payroll 

budget and any remainder would be used from the training budget, that was still in credit. 

 

102/25-26 To agree costs associated with the revision of East Challow’s Neighbourhood 

Plan and confirm membership of the ONPA. 

The Council are now full members of the ONPA at a cost of £50 per year, membership will run from 

1st October 2025 till the 30th September 2026. Costs associated with the revision of the 

Neighbourhood plan were discussed. 

Resolved: It was agreed that the costs would be discussed again at the next meeting when Cllr 

Barrow would be in attendance.  

 

103/25-26 Standing Agenda Items, to receive update and agree actions. 

        103.1/25-26 Parish Cemeteries. 

To discuss the maintenance or replacement of the Vicarage Hill Cemetery hedge. 

This was discussed, it was agreed unanimously that the hedge needs replacing, a Laurel was 

suggested. It was highlighted that this would be very expensive. The Clerk was asked to find out if CIL 

money could be spent on replacing the hedge. [ACTION CLERK] 

 

To further discuss the proposal for an additional cemetery in East Challow. 

This was discussed; it was noted that there were not many options for the additional cemetery on 

Parish council land in the Village. It was noted that this was not immediately required. The Clerk was 

asked to gain advice on time scales and the rules on consecrated ground. [ACTION CLERK] 
 

103.2/25-26 Allotments update 

The allotment invoices have been prepared and will now be sent out. 
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103.3/25-26 Traffic/Highways including: 

Parking within the village  

It was noted that this remains a problem in the Village particularly with the closure of Letcombe Hill. 
  

        Speeding within the Village 

 It was noted that more cars are now speeding through the Village on the A417. Cllr Gregson will 

contact the Neighbourhood Officer for Wantage and Grove and enquire if regular speed checks along 

the A417, where it passes through the village, could be carried out [ACTION AG] 

 

To receive an update on the application to the Thames Valley Police community fund 

An update was not available.  

 

Speed Indicator Displays (SID’) including a new location update. 

This is still being progressed.  

 

103.4/25-26  Grounds Maintenance  

Nothing to report. 

  

103.5/25-26 Public Art 

         To receive an update on the Public Art project. 

 The artwork is now complete and ready for installation. This needs to be installed before Christmas 

to meet the S106 criteria, it is hoped that this will be installed during November, a date will be set 

once the installation can be arranged.  

         A gathering to mark the installation was discussed. 

         Cllr Hayes proposed to invite Vale representatives, people who had helped during the Public Art 

project and the artist. Cllr Hayes will deal with the invitations.  Cllr Hayes reported that the Wantage 

Herald are interested in covering the gathering. [ACTION TH] 

The Village Hall will need to be booked, and a request made to use the Village Hall car park, it was 

noted the Village Hall is very busy and the RBL could be asked. [ACTION FW/VB/CLERK] 

 The Time capsule has been purchased and delivered to the school; the contents will now be 

prepared. The Councillors asked what the contents of the time capsule would be.  

A pipe with a cover will be cast vertically in the base to accommodate the capsule at a later date. A 

brass plaque inscribed with “Time Capsule 2026” will be fixed beside the cover.  

There will be a separate ceremony to bury the time capsule when the school are ready.  

The Public Art will need to be added to the asset register, and the insurance needs to be checked to 

ensure the sign is covered. [ACTION CLERK/RFO] 

 Resolved: The Councillors unanimously agreed all of the above points. Cllr Hayes was thanked for all 

his hard work in getting the project near to completion.  

 

 103.6/25-26 Recreation Areas 

To discuss the winter closure of the MUGA/ tennis Court and the storage of the tennis net. 
Resolved: The Council unanimously agreed to close the MUGA/tennis court during the week 

commencing the 3rd November, this will re-open in the spring. The tennis net will be kept inside the 

pavilion where there is a cupboard.  
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To receive a report from the Pavilion Working Group.  

A meeting took place on Monday 22nd September the main points were. 

An interlocking box has been installed on the side of the pavilion in preparation for the use of the 

floodlights. Challow Sports confirmed that this was safe and the supply for this was on a separate 

MCB. Challow Sports confirmed that this circuit would be checked by an electrician before the 

floodlights were used. 

Letters have been sent to residents of Reynolds Way regarding the use of the floodlights. 

A plumber has re routed and replaced pipework to the showers. The next jobs to be completed are, 

the changing rooms tidied a new ceiling to be installed, painting of the inside of the pavilion. The rest 

of the maintenance work on the pavilion is ongoing. 

Challow Sports confirmed the toilet is being cleaned regularly. 

Challow Sports confirmed that there was £233 remaining of the £2,000 grant received from the 

Parish Council for renovation works on the pavilion. 

Challow Sports confirmed that after use no water is left in the system in the toilet. It was confirmed 

that the water would not be turned off to the pavilion during the winter months  

To avoid frost damage the frost heater may be used once it has been electrically inspected. 

Challow Sports are having to inspect the pitch before training and games due to rabbit holes. 

It was agreed that the Parish Council would ask the Grounds Maintenance contractor to cut the grass 

on the pitches to a shorter level 

The date of the next meeting will be Monday 10th November 2025. 

 

To note and approve the renewal of the handyman insurance for pavilion maintenance.  

The OALC have been consulted regarding the level of £1000,000 as Public Liability insurance, this has 

been confirmed as adequate, with the following conditions.   

Risk assessments must be provided. 

Any volunteers must be adults only. 

Renovation works need to be carried out by tradespersons, qualified operatives.  

Safe practices and safety equipment need to be provided at all times 

The Parish Council are to be informed of what work is being carried out, when and by whom, as the 

Parish Council have ultimate responsibility for the pavilion. 

This information has been passed onto Challow Sports. 

Resolved: The Council unanimously approved the handyman insurance of £1000,000 public liability 

for the renovation works on the pavilion.  

 

To receive an update on the electrical safety inspection check at the pavilion.  

Clear Council’s insurance renewal details requested if an electrical inspection carried out within the 

last 5 years by a NICEIC/ECA/NAPIT contractor which has resulted in a satisfactory grade 

As detailed previously Challow Sports will ensure that the floodlight circuit has an electrical 

inspection before use to meet the Council’s insurance requirements. Challow Sports confirmed that 

the rest of the building was not ready for an electrical inspection but reassured the Council that this 

would be carried out before it is used by sports teams. This was discussed; concerns were raised 

regarding how long it was taking for the electrical inspection to be carried out. Cllr Gregson has 

offered to progress this with an electrician. [ACTION AG] 
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To confirm if the existing goalposts have been moved. 

Challow Sports confirmed that the existing goal posts will now not be moved as the new wheeled 

goalposts are due to be delivered in 3 - 4 weeks’ time.  

 

To receive an update on the purchase of the goalpost and Football Foundation Funding. 

The Goalpost grant application has been accepted by the Football Foundation. The Council have paid 

£1004.70 as a contribution of the total cost of £2956.80 including VAT , the Football Foundation are 

paying £1952.10 only 2 sets of goalposts were agreed on the grant application. 

The Clerk has accepted the offer on behalf of the Council. The goal posts are now in production and 

should be delivered within 3-4 weeks from the 25/09/25. The removal of the goalposts will be 

carried out by Challow Sports, the new goalposts will be padlocked and stored in different areas of 

the recreation ground so as not to inhibit the grass cutting.  
 

To ratify £1004.70 as the Council’s contribution for the purchase of the goal posts. 

Resolved: The Councillors unanimously ratified £1004.70 as the Council’s contribution to the 

Goalposts. 

 

To receive an update on the project to reclaim a 5-meter strip of football field.  

Grinding Stumps, tree felling and crown lifting took place on 15/09/25, The Clerk has confirmed with RJR 

Tree Surgery that the spraying, rotavating and seeding will be completed before the end of October. The 

Clerk has discussed the spraying with the contractor and has been reassured that the area will be 

cordoned off until dry to ensure safety.  The Clerk asked Councillors to let her know of any concerns 

regarding these arrangements. All Councillors were satisfied with these arrangements. The Clerk has 

received renewed public liability certificate and RAMS for the initial works. The Clerk is expecting to 

receive RAMS for spraying, rotavating and seeding.  

 

To receive a report following the visual play inspection checks. 

The Environmental Warden has purchased the paint and will paint both swing frames when the 

weather is agreeable. The checks are being carried out, there is nothing to report. 

 

To receive an update on the repair of the wooden beams on the multiplay. 

The Clerk received public liability insurance and RAMs from HAGS. The Level of Public Liability 

insurance was confirmed as adequate by the OALC. The repair was booked into the HAGS order 

system on 23/09/25 and will be scheduled in to be repaired within 6 weeks.  

 

A motion without notice was passed to extend the meeting until 10.15. 
 

To receive an update on the access for emergency vehicles for the play area/recreation ground 

The Chair reported that she had spoken with a paramedic who confirmed that if an incident were to 

occur on the recreation ground, emergency services would go to the postcode or would remove the 

wooden fence in the car park adjacent to the school to gain entry if necessary. As the Fire service did 

on a previous occasion. It was also confirmed that there was enough space for a helicopter to land 

on the recreation ground. Vehicles would not need to use Cornhill Lane to gain access to the football 

pitch.  



13 
 

Vanessa Bosley 
Chair of the Council  12th November 2025 

 

 

104/25-26 To receive Correspondence and agree actions or approve responses. 

Correspondence has been received from the Street Naming and Numbering Officer seeking the 

Council’s agreement regarding the naming of 2 new roads on Grove Business Park. The names are of 

historic British scientists Franklin Way and Chadwick Road.  

Resolved: The names were unanimously agreed by all Councillors.  

 

Correspondence has been received from a Parishioner requesting that the basketball hoops on the 

MUGA could be repaired. 

Resolved: It was agreed unanimously that the basketball hoops should be repaired. The Clerk was 

asked to write to the Parishioner informing them that MUGA/tennis court will be closed during 

November and the Parish Council would endeavour to repair the nets in readiness for the spring re 

opening. [ACTION CLERK]  

 

Correspondence has been received from a Parishioner requesting that the trees in Childrey Way are 

cut back. 

Resolved: It was resolved to investigate ownership of these trees, as a first step. [ACTION CHAIR] The 

Clerk was asked to email the Parishioner and update them and thank them for alerting the Council to 

this issue. [ACTION CLERK]  

 

105/25-26 Matters for future discussion. 

Picnic benches/seating recreation area 

 
106/25-26 To agree a list of items to be included in the next edition of Challow News 
Public Art update  
Confirm Warm Spaces dates  
Reminder of times for the closure of the top car park.  

 
107/25-26 To agree date of the next meeting: 12th November 2025 

There was no further business transacted, the Chairman closed the meeting at 22:15.             
 
Signed Chair………………………………………………………………………………  
 
 
Date……………………………... 


