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Parish Eucharist
Sundays - 11.00 am

Weekday Eucharist
Thursdays - 10.00 am

St. Nicholas Church, East Challow. OX12 9SH
(Vale Benefice)

Vicar: Rev John Durant
01235 766484

The Vicarage, Main Street, Grove. OX12 7LQ
Email: vicar@valebenefice.org.uk
Associate Vicar: Rev Alec Gill

07739 563894
Email: vicaralec@valebenefice.org.uk

Licensed Lay Minister: Sue Powditch
Email: llm@valebenefice.org.uk

Benefice Office: Grove Parish Church, Main Street, Grove. OX12 7LQ
Open: Mon - Fri 10.00 - 12.00

Tel: 01235 771479
Email: office@valebenefice.org.uk

Churchwarden
Mrs Liz Belcher: 01235 763966

Pastoral Support
To help our Vicars Revd John Durant and Revd Alec Gill in the pastoral support of the

village, Liz Belcher will be acting as the local contact within the village for those who are in
need of a home visit, home communion or other support that we as a church may be able

to provide.
If we can help, please contact Liz on 01235 763966
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VICAR'S LETTER - A PAUSE FOR THOUGHT
Dear Friends
Some of you may know that I have been using crutches to help me recuperate after a knee operation
- I have, like the stationary bus says, been “out of service”. I have been learning to walk with crutches
and my family have taken to ducking because I use my crutch to enthusiastically point at things.
Hopefully by the time you read this I will not be needing the crutches so much.
Thewordcrutchcomes from the latin “crux”meaningcross.Nowadays thedevice ismadeof lightmetal
with plastic rings, a bit like my new knee, but it was originally a wooden cross shaped structure that
supported the lame, injured or disabled.
By our garden gate we have a very impressive Holly tree luxuriant with red berries and climbing up
around it clinging on for support is, of course, some ivy. In the carol the holly and the ivy there is no
other mention of the ivy; it is all about the holly the parts of which are to remind us of the saving and
supportivepowerof theLord Jesuswhich rescuesus fromour own failingsand faults. From this picture
we are the ivy and Jesus is the holly.
A lot of people feel that requiring something to support them through life is a weakness and you may
not wish to think of yourself as ivy but as we go into the Advent season towards Christmas, Christians
are reminded of the prophecies bringing hope, light and encouragement to people going through
depressing and gloomy times. The supporting hope is that a Saviour would be born and that his
eventual crucifixion would save us.
Whilst the media is constantly bombarding us with depressing opinions and predictions of disaster,
I freely acknowledge that the cross of Jesus is my crutch. I need that hope to spur me on, support and
strengthen me through the dismal information of rising prices and chaotic government.
The joyandpeaceofChristmascomesnot somuch from lovelypresentsanddelicious food–delightful
though they are – but from trusting what Jesus has done.
As you sing or listen to theChristmas carols consider howmany refer to the Lord Jesus as ourSaviour.
May I wish you a truly joyful and peaceful Christmas.
God bless
John

“Can you be kind all of the time?”
The Year 2 class at St James School (West Hanney) asked me this question, recently.

No and yes, I replied.
No one gets everything right all the time. We can let our own mental and emotional state negatively affects
others through the way we talk with them and act around them. It’s hard being kind all the time, we make
mistakes and in some situations, we might not know how to do this.
So no, we aren’t kind all the time, but also yes we can be.
With God’s help.
Paul includes kindness in a list of characteristics that Godwants to grow in us, the fruits of the Holy Spirit, and
as part of a description of how we can practically show love to others.
Kindness is about the attitude that we takewhen interactingwith others; whenwe treat others with respect,
ourawarenessof theirneedsandsituation,whilenot lettingourown issuesnegatively seep intohowwerelate
to those around us.
I amguessing thatwe can all think of a timewhen someonewas kind to us; in how they acted towards us, how
they spoke to us and how they were thoughtful of our situation. Maybe this week, we can look out for
opportunities to show kindness to others. As we never know how this could help someone or potentially
improve the situations we find ourselves in.
Being kind is like shooting an arrow.Wedon’t hit the bullseye all the time, butwe can keep aiming for it every
time. Kindness is about our intention and effort, not just our success and achievement.
God bless,
Alec
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- NEWS FROMTHE PEWS -
December is one of the Church's busiest months, we have our Advent Course

which is actually starting on Wednesday 30th November at 7.45 pm.

And will be on the next three consecutive Wednesday's.

This year we are having it on Zoom, this will enable more people to participate.
If you want to join in please let me know and I will give you the relative link.

I can be contacted at lizbelcher@live.com

We are going to be looking at the Nativity through songs of the Christmas
Story. It sounds very interesting and not too heavy to handle.

Patronal Festival
We celebrate Saint Nicholas our own patron saint on
Sunday 4th December which is the nearest day to his
on the 6th December, he is of course Santa Claus

patron saint of children, sailors, wolves,
pawnbrokers, Greece and Russia among other

causes.

The Carol Service will be on
Sunday 18th December at 10.00 am

this will be a family service, so please come
along and join in the traditional carols.

it's a lovely start to Christmas.

Of course there will be our usual

4.00 pm Christmas Eve Crib Service
for the children.

This has been a long standing tradition and is
always very popular.

Children can bring a favourite toy or dress up
as a Nativity Character.

All of our Christmas Service dates can be found
on page 14 and at the Church.

mailto:lizbelcher@live.com
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The Christmas season seems to start earlier every year and as much as I love “Merry
Christmas Everybody” by Slade, I really could really do without hearing it in the shops in
November.

When I was a child I don't think our decorations went up before Christmas Evewhen Dad
brought the tree home. It was great dressing the tree with baubles, trinkets and tinsel,
hoping the lights worked. They invariably didn't andwe had to find the offending one and
replace it, then all was well and Christmas could commence.

Wewentcarol singingandwhenwewereoldenoughwewent toMidnightMass.Mumhad
spent the days before,makingmince pies and sausage rolls and other treats. I don't think
any child realizes the hardwork parents put in, on the run up to Christmas, until they have
their own kids.

I love it though and I really can't agree with the idea that “Christmas is only for kids"
Although my son's have left home (grown men now), I am lucky enough to have them
home for Christmas most years.

My tree is laden with decorations that have been gathered over the years, it is not
coordinated and may look tacky to some, but its ours, and sparkles in the same corner
every year. My vast collection of Santa's also adorn my front room.

But I never forget that the real reason we celebrate, is the birth of Our Lord Jesus Christ.
So I hope you have a very happy Christmas.

This edition of the ChallowNews covers January aswell, so HappyNewYear.Wewill have
to wait and see what 2023 brings. Pray for a good one. I like to always approach with
optimism.Coming froma ScottishbackgroundonmyDadsside,Hogmanaywastakenvery
seriously in the family, with the first footers bearing coal for a warm hearth, salt, food of
some sort, and of course the obligatory wee dram. I'm afraid those traditions have gone
by the wayside in latter years with family being spread far and wide but we always keep
in touch by phone.

Wehave Epiphany or Twelfth Night on 6th JanuarywhenChristmas decorations should be
taken down. It always seems to take longer to dismantle them than put them up.

We will celebrate Epiphany on the following Sunday 8th January which also marks the
baptism of Christ, and Plough Sunday which celebrates the start of the agricultural year,
I am not sure the farmers ever noticed the agricultural year ending with their busy life.

I wish you all a very Merry Christmas
and a

Happy, Blessed and Peaceful New Year,

and as always stay safe for yourself and others.

Liz
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OUR	AUTUMN	/	WINTER	OFFERING	
	

Bar	opening	times	through	this	period	will	generally	be	
	

Monday	 CLOSED	

Tuesday	 CLOSED	

Wednesday	 4pm	–	7pm	

Thursday	 4pm	–	7pm	(10pm	when	Darts	match	is	on)	

Friday	 4pm	–	7.30pm	

Saturday	 CLOSED	

Sunday	 11am	–	3pm	

	
The	clubhouse	is	available	to	hire	for	a	range	of	events	through	the	‘close	season’	

either	during	the	day	or	in	the	evening,	and	makes	a	superb	setting	for	your	
birthday,	anniversary,	christening	or	wake.	

Please	contact	us	to	discuss	your	function	requirements;	we	will	always	look	to	do	
whatever	we	can	to	make	your	event	a	success.	

	
If	you	would	like	to	join	the	club	as	a	member	it’s	just	£20	for	the	year,	you	can	do	

so	via	our	website.			
	

We	also	require	bar	staff	to	cover	some	of	our	bar	openings	both	during	the	
weekday	evenings	and	occasional	outside	events	when	the	clubhouse	has	been	

hired	on	weekend	evenings.	For	full	details	and	rate	of	pay	please	e-mail	us	in	first	
instance.	

	
Remember	that	everyone	is	welcome	at	Challow;	membership	is	not	required	to	
enjoy	the	facilities,	although	it	does	mean	we	can	keep	you	up	to	date	with	news	

and	events	at	the	Club.	
	

www.challowcricket.co.uk		

admin@challowcricket.co.uk		

01235	763335	
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Please Join Us.....

"Christmas Carols on the Green"
Monday 19th December at 7pm

Meet up on the Village Green next to the old Red Telephone Box

progressing on to other locations within the Village

Carol Sheets will be supplied, please remember to bring your own torch or a lantern

Contact Liz Belcher - 01235 763966 for more information

It’s been an exceptionally busy first term back at St Nics and it has been wonderful
to have our new Early Years building open and welcoming in our youngest children.
On 8th September it was blessed by Bishop Gavin of Dorchester, attended by
governors and other senior members of the Vale Academy Trust.

Our school garden has produced a great selection of vegetables this autumn, which
have been harvested by the school children and given away at the end of the week
to people within the school community. We are now getting the growing beds ready for winter before we
start the next season in the spring. Thank you to everyone who has helped in the garden over the year,
particularly across the summer when watering and weeding were essential to ensure a good Harvest.

Our Harvest Service in church on 20th October asked for donations for the Wantage and Grove Food Bank,
and just like last year we have been overwhelmed with people’s generosity. Projects such as these make
a huge difference at the moment when everyone is feeling the impact of the cost of living increasing and it
was lovely to be able to contribute something worthwhile.

On 3rd December we will be having our Christmas Fair at school in the afternoon. We are very excited to
be hosting this in school for the first time in three years and there will be the usual variety of craft stalls
for you to get some Christmas gifts as well as festive refreshments, fun and games and Santa will also be
popping in for a visit to check whether he had got his ‘Naughty and Nice List’ correct this year. Friends of
St Nics are organising the event and if you have any questions at all about the event, please contact them
either through their Facebook page or via the school office on officesn@stnicholasce.vale-academy.org.

Finally, we are still looking for volunteers to help with our school garden and other grounds projects over
the Winter. If you can spare any time at the weekends to help us out please contact me directly on
headteacher@stnicholasce.vale-academy.org

Best wishes

Heather Richards and the St Nics staff team.

St. Nicholas School

mailto:officesn@stnicholasce.vale-academy.org
mailto:headteacher@stnicholasce.vale-academy.org
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TOPICAL TALK

D. O'SULLIVAN
DRIVES ~ PATIOS ~ PATHS ~ FENCING
~ Blockpave ~ Shingle ~ Concrete ~
~ Paving Slabs ~ Garden Walls ~

Pressure Cleaning
Patio's and Driveways

For a Free Quotation
Contact us Today

01367 244509 or 07917 113552

The mysterious ways of mistletoe

Mistletoehas longbeenusedaspartofourChristmasdecorations. It is not yourusual kindofplant.
Instead, it is hemiparasitic, meaning that although its leaves enable it to feed itself through
photosynthesis, its roots invade the host tree or shrub to extract water and other nutrients.

Mistletoe loves living in apple, lime, hawthorn, poplar or oak trees. You may spot it high up, as a
large globe, on the bare trees in winter. There is one spectacular example inWindsor Great Park,
clearly visible from the path on the opposite side of the Thames.

Mistletoe’s berries are almost translucent, fleshy and sticky. They form in the forks of mistletoe's
many branches. While they are toxic to humans, they are attractive to birds, who wipe the
remaining seedsoff their beaksonto thenearestbranch,whichof coursehelps theplant to spread.

Forsomereason,RomansthoughtmistletoerepresentedPeace,LoveandUnderstanding.Perhaps
that is how it got into our Christmas celebrations? The earliest documentary evidence for kissing
under mistletoe dates from the 16th century, but we don’t know who got kissed first.
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Whynaps forchildrenaregood
Short naps in the daytime are very
good for your young child. They can
be key to allowing their young brain

to fully develop.

According to a recent study, the part
of the brain that processes

memories, the hippocampus, is
underdeveloped in children. Taking

a nap will help them, as their
immature hippocampus quickly

reaches its limit of memory storage.
Taking a nap will ensure that

nothing is forgotten, and free up
more brainpower for learning.
As one scientist explained: “they

have a massive amount of
information that must be learned,”
yet “the neural systems that support

learning are still under
construction.” So naps help children
to deal with the information coming

in, and to store it properly.

Naps also help a child to consolidate
their emotions from the day. As one
scientist observed: “This provides a
potential explanation of the oft
observed phenomena that

habitually napping children are
emotionally dysregulated at the end
of the day if they do not nap (the

‘witching hour’).”

Post those cards on time!

Final posting dates for the UK
this Christmas are as follows:

Monday 19th December
2nd Class

Wednesday 21stDecember
1st Class

What is your cat doing?

If you live with a cat, you will know the scenario: it is late

at night and you want to go to bed, but the cat is sitting

maddeningly just out of reach on the garden path. You

keep calling ‘kitty kitty’ in your sweetest tones, and in

response the cat twitches an ear - and just goes on sitting

there.WHY?

Now researchers in France have discovered that your

worst suspicions are right – cats do indeed know their

names, and they are fully aware when you are talking to

them.

In tests, veterinary students found that cats definitely do

know their owner’s voice. Cats can even differentiate

between when you are talking to them or when you are

talking to your friends. They know.

So why don’t they always respond? Sadly, no researcher

has yet discovered the reason for feline impudence.

Wantage & Grove Scouts
Christmas Post
are delivering to

East Challow

this Christmas

[see page 23 for more details]

Thank You
The amazing Poppy Displays

in church for our
Remembrance Service this

year were once again
created by the very talented
Helen Sherwood

We would like to extend our
warmest thanks to Helen for
her time and creativity in
producing some amazing

displays.
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Have your
Flyers or Leaflets
Inserted & Delivered
along with the
Challow News

* * * * *
£10

contact
nigel.langford@me.com

200 Club
Monthly Draw

Is open for everyone to join

You dont have to be regular church goer to
belong to the 200 club

> > Numbers are £2 each < <

Monthly prizes are
£50 ~ £20 ~ £10

[ £100 additional prize in December ]

Contact Tricia Shand

01235 764222

the.shandies@btinternet.com All Information / details are held as Public
Records within the Vale Benefice

Holy Matrimony

Mercy Down

Jesse Scarrott
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Are you dreading some Christmas
presents?

Do you expect to like all the presents you will
receive this year? Not if last year was
anything to go by! In fact, it seems that more
than two-thirds of us expect that we will
unwrap at least one item that we do not like
this Christmas.

What do you do with those weird gifts? One
in four of us admit to dumping them –
straight into the bin. Yet we are very polite
about it - two in five of us pretend delight so
that we do not hurt anyone’s feelings. Only
one in ten of us is ruthlessly honest and
express our disappointment.

A better way of getting rid of unwanted
presents is to donate them to charity.
Charity shops will welcome almost any kind
of unwanted Christmas present.

Safe driving this winter
The temperatures are dropping now, and if
you are going away for Christmas, it is a good
idea to nurture your car battery. Cold, damp
weather can cause problems for it. The RAC
recommends the following to take best care
of your battery:

Before you switch off your engine at the end
of a journey, turn off the lights, wipers, and
heaters. This prevents any unnecessary drain
on the battery next time you start the car.

Check that everything is switched off before
you turn on the ignition.

Avoid using the heater longer than
necessary, as it puts high demands on the
vehicle’s battery. Check that you don’t leave
interior lights, satnav or phone chargers
connected. If possible, park in a garage.

The man who gave us safe milk and
saved the silk industry

Two hundred years ago, on 27th December
1822, the French biologist, microbiologist and
chemist Louis Pasteur was born. One of the
fathers of germ theory, he was best known for
the pasteurisation process, which is named in
his honour.

At school hewasnot anoutstanding student, his
favourite subject being art. But he eventually
became a professor of chemistry first at the
University of Strasbourg, where hemet his wife
Marie, and then, in 1854, at the University of
Lille, where he was also dean of the science
faculty.

A Roman Catholic by birth, he was said to have
retained strong beliefs in God and eternity, –
saying that studying nature led to his
amazement at the works of the Creator. But he
rarely attended church, saying that he prayed
while working in the laboratory.

His achievements were many and varied,
though after his death some doubt was cast on
his methods and his failure sometimes to
attribute the work of other scientists. He is best
known for the now familiar process of
pasteurising milk, removing harmful bacteria,
but he also developed vaccinations for anthrax,
TB and rabies. He also created, in 1865, a
method of eliminating microbes that attacked
silkworm eggs andwas said to have helped save
the silk industry as a result.

In 1868 he suffered a stroke and became
partially paralysed, but he was able to continue
his work. In 1885 he vaccinated a boy who had
been bitten by a rabid dog: the success of this
broughthim fameand led to fundraisingand the
building of the Pasteur Institute in Paris in 1888.
He died in 1895.
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160 years of healing in Nazareth
Jesus brought healing to Galilee, and nowadays
theNazareth Trust carries on this work through
running one of the oldest hospitals in the
Middle East.

TheNazareth Trust traces its roots back to 1861
and is now one of the largest Christian
organisations in Israel. Located inNazareth, the
Trust engages with around 400,000 people a
year, including patients and their families,
nursing students, international volunteers,
pilgrims, and tourists, as well as their staff.

In fact, theNazarethHospital isoneof theoldest
hospitals in the Middle East, and the largest in
Nazareth. The hospital is run by the Nazareth
Trust and began in 1861, when a young
Christian doctor, Dr Kaloost Vartan, made the
journey from Edinburgh to Nazareth, the
hometown of Jesus, to establish a small four-
bed clinic.

At the time, itwas theonlymedical facility in the
town, and as far as Damascus and Beirut in the
north, and Jerusalem in the south. Dr Vartan
carried out pioneering medical work, reaching
out to a population with a very low life
expectancy.

Today the Nazareth Hospital is a general
hospital with Nazareth’s main Emergency
Room that works 24/7, ICU, a recently
refurbished Path Lab, Orthopaedic Surgical
department, General Surgical department, a
Paediatric surgical unit, Urology Unit and
Aesthetic Clinic. There is also an extensive
Medical department and Psychiatry
department.

The Nazareth Hospital is one of the area’s
biggest employers. It is affiliated with Bar-Ilan
University and is committed to developing
medical education and research. Each year it
welcomes many students of medicine, nursing
and other medical fields from universities and
colleges around the world.

The Trust would welcome your support.

Please visit:https://nazarethtrust.org

Crib Service
including

"No Rehearsal Nativity"

Children are welcome to
come dressed in a

Nativity Costume and take
part in the play

4.00 pm
Christmas Eve
St. Nicholas Church

DEC
SAT 3RD F R O M  G I F T  S T A L L S  T O 

C R A F T  A C T I V I T I E S , 
R A F F L E  P R I Z E S  T O  K I D S 

G A M E S ,  I T ’ S  G O I N G  T O  B E 
A  F A N T A S T I C  D A Y  F O R  A 

V E R Y  W O R T H Y  C A U S E

ENTRY WILL BE £1 PER ADULT, FREE FOR CHILDREN
REFRESHMENTS AVAILABLE

C H R I S T M A S
CRAFT FAIR & SANTA’S GROTTO

ST NICHOLAS C OF E  INVITES YOU TO

FRIENDS OF ST NICHOLAS C OF E PRIMARY 
SCHOOL ARE HOLDING A CHRISTMAS 

CRAFT FAIR TO RAISE VITAL FUNDS FOR OUR 
VILLAGE SCHOOL

1PM-4PM

OUR

https://nazarethtrust.org
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How long should you sleep when you are over-50?
The amount of sleep you get each night can have a huge impact on your health.

A recent study has found that middle-aged people need at least seven hours a night. This reduces
their risk of developing various serious health conditions including cancer, diabetes, and arthritis.

This contrasts with the effect of having only five hours of sleep a night. People over 50 who slept
for five hours were found to be 30 per cent more likely to have chronic diseases, including
depression, liver disease, stroke, heart disease, diabetes, cancer, and Parkinson’s.
The researchers were based at University College London (UCL).

When you are over-50?

The amount of sleep you get each night can have a huge impact on your health.

A recent study has found that middle-aged people need at least seven hours a night. This reduces
their risk of developing various serious health conditions including cancer, diabetes, and arthritis.

This contrasts with the effect of having only five hours of sleep a night. People over 50 who slept
for five hours were found to be 30 per cent more likely to have chronic diseases, including
depression, liver disease, stroke, heart disease, diabetes, cancer, and Parkinson’s.

The researchers were based at University College London (UCL).

Mothers’ Union partners campaign against domestic abuse
Mothers' Union has teamed up with Women's Aid in a campaign to help draw attention to end
domestic abuse.

The campaign aims to highlight the fact that 1.6 million women in England experience domestic
abuse every year. Three women are killed each fortnight by a current or ex-partner. And one in
every seven children will have to live with domestic violence at some point in their childhood.

AsBev Jullien, CEOofMothers'Union, says: “It'swhathappensbehindcloseddoorswhich is sovery
worrying.Domesticabusetakesmanyforms.Aswellas thebruisesandviolence,which isabsolutely
shocking, it's restricting access tomoney, it's tracking your partner online, it's controllingwho they
speak to. It's very much about exercising power over those who are closest to you. Of course, the
longer it continues, the more impact it has on any children in a relationship as well.

"God created man and woman as equal. He teaches us to love one another, and those core
principles should lead us all to be in healthy relationships and help others to be so too."

More details at: https://www.mothersunion.org/partnerships/womensaid

THANK YOU
To all of our Advertisers and Suporters of the Challow News and

especially to the Loyal Band of Volunteer Villagers who deliver this
newsletter through the letter boxes of everyones home throughout the

parish of East Challow each month

Happy Christmas

https://www.mothersunion.org/partnerships/womensaid
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Frances

Tricia

Liz

Jeff

Prayers Sacristan Sidesperson Reader Music

Midnight Mass - 11.30 pm

Christmas Day - 11.00 am

Mary Jenny Jeff Ruth

Clergy Nigel Linda Graham

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day - Rota

Service Information - December 2022

December 4th 

Rev John Durant / Rev Alec Gill 

Patronal Festival 

 Isaiah 11: 1 - 10 

Romans 15: 4 - 13 

December 11th 

Rev John Durant 

Advent 3 

Isaiah 35: 1 - 10 

James 5: 7 - 10 

December 18th  

Rev John Durant 

Advent 4 

Carol Service 

10.00 am 

December 24th  

Rev Alec Gill 

Christmas Eve 

Carols around the Crib 

4.00 pm 

December 24th 

Rev Nicholas Cheeseman 

Christmas Eve 

Midnight Mass 

11.15 pm 

December 25th 

Rev Alec Gill 

Christmas Day 

Christmas Eucharist 

11.00 am 
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18th December - 10.00 am
Carol Service

~ Christmas Eve ~

Carols around the Crib
4.00 pm

Midnight Mass
11.15 pm

~ Christmas Day ~

Christmas Eucharist
11.00 am

St. Nicholas Church

Christmas Services
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Service Information - January 2023

St. Nicholas Church - Rotas

Frances
Nigel
Linda
Noel
Jeff
Liz

Tricia
Sue

Philip
Nigel

Sue, Frances & Tricia

~ If you are unable to attend please arrange cover for your week ~

Coffee

Mandy

Jan & Hillary

Val & Barbara

Linda & Janet

10 am Thursdays Week Cleaning

Week Prayers Sacristan Sidesperson Reader Music Flowers

Linda

Graham

Graham

Graham

Jenny

Linda & Liz

Mandy

1 & 2

3 & 4

5 Sue & Tricia5th

Mary

Jenny

Juliet

Mandy

Nigel

1st

2nd

3rd

Jenny or Jeff

PhilipPhilip

4th

Linda or Ruth5th Jeff or Ruth

Nigel

Mary

Nigel

Alan or Ruth Ruth Heather

Mandy

1st

2nd

3rd

4th

Mary

Jenny or Jeff

Juliet

Mary Graham Ruth Mary

Jenny

January 1st 

No Service at Challow 

Joint Benefice Service 

St James ~ Denchworth ~ 10.00 am 

January 8th 

T B A 

Baptism of Christ 

Isaiah 42: 1 - 9 

Acts 10: 34 - 43 

January 15th  

T B A 

Epiphany 2 

Isaiah 49: 1 - 7 

1 Corinthians 1: 1 - 9 

January 22nd 

T B A 

Epiphany 3 

Isaiah 9: 1 - 4 

1 Corinthians 1: 10 - 18 

January 29th 

T B A 

Epiphany 4 

Micah 6: 1 - 8 

1 Corinthians 1: 18 - 31 
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90 years of broadcasting the Royal
Christmas Messages

This year we shall have our first Royal Christmas
Message from King Charles III. He follows in a tradition
that spans three generations.

It was 90 years ago, on 25th December 1932, that the
first Royal Christmas Message was broadcast on radio.
King George V addressed the nation live from
Sandringham. A quarter of a century later, on 25th
December 1957, the Christmas message by Queen
Elizabeth II was televised for the first time.

KingGeorge V had been asked to broadcast a Christmas
message in 1922, but at the time he felt that radio was
for entertainment, and therefore not suitable. Ten
years later, after a visit to the BBC, he was persuaded
otherwise, and agreed to do it as part of the
inaugurationof thenewEmpire Service (now theWorld
Service).

The time chosen was 3pm because it was the best time
for reaching most countries in the Empire. In fact the
first message started five minutes late and lasted only
two and a half minutes, but it made a massive impact
and established itself as a regular Christmas Day event.

Edward VIII never delivered a Christmas broadcast, but
King George VI continued the tradition, using it to
encourage people during the secondworld war. Queen
Elizabeth II broadcast her first Christmas message in
1952, again froma roomat Sandringham, and five years
later agreed that her Christmas message could be
televised – live. She proved to be a natural broadcaster.

But times changed, and in1960 the message was pre-
recorded fromBuckingham Palace, whichmeant that it
could be sent to Commonwealth countries for
broadcast at a convenient time. However, the 3pm UK
broadcast continued every year – except 1969, when
the Queen wrote a message instead, believing that the
Royal Family had receivedenoughexposurewith theTV
documentary Royal Family, which had aired in the
summer.

But the tradition was resumed the following year. The
Christmas message is now also available each year as a
podcast and can be seen through Facebook and
YouTube. King Charles III is expected to give his first
Christmas message this year.

New Service
(Starting Feb 2023)

Would you like to receive a
PDF version of the

Challow News

delivered straight to your
inbox each month

Please email your details to:

nigel.langford@me.com
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All entries for the

February
Issue of the Challow News

Must be submitted by

15th January 2023

Email: nigel.langford@me.com

St. Nicholas Church

200 Club - Monthly Draw

November Results
£50 - No 53 - Mrs F. Webb

£20 - No 9 - Mr & Mrs Mann

£10 - No 23 - Mrs J. Britton

Would you like to join?
For further information please contact

Tricia Shand - 01235 764222

email - the.shandies@btinternet.com

Advertise your
business

in the Challow News
For more details

email:
nigel.langford@me.com

"My little boy absolutely loves his Boogie Mites class... 

It’s such a welcoming and fun atmosphere 

for the little ones and parents alike!"

Fridays at East Challow Village Hall

www.bookwhen.com/lizzielock

200 Club
We wish all members of the 200 club a

Peaceful & Joyous Christmas
We would also like to Thank You

for your continued support

Save a Life

Download the
app today!
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Father Christmas
One person you are bound to run into this Christmas season is Father Christmas.
These days he seems to frequent shopping malls and garden centres. If he looks tired,
just remember that he has been around a long time and gone through a lot of
transformations.

Father Christmas wasn’t always the red-suited, white-bearded star of the retail trade that
he is today. He began life as Nicholas, born way back about AD260 in Patara, an
important port on the southern coast of what is now Turkey. When his parents died and
left him a fortune, Nicholas gave it away to the poor. He became a bishop of the nearby
city of Myra, where he almost certainly suffered persecution and imprisonment at the
hand of the Roman Emperor Diocletian.

Nicholas was a serious theologian: he was a participant at the First Council of Nicaea,
which formulated the Creed which we still say today. He even, reportedly, slapped
another bishop in a squabble over the exact nature of the Trinity.

Nicholas died in Myra about AD343, but the stories of his generosity and kindness were
just beginning. One enduring tale tells of the three girls whom he rescued from certain
prostitution by giving them gold for their dowries. When the father confronted him to
thank him, Nicholas said he should thank God alone.

In the UK, Nicholas became the basis for Father Christmas, who emerged in Victorian
times as a jolly-faced bearded character. Meanwhile, Dutch and German settlers had
taken him to America with them as Sinter Klaas and Sankt Nicklas.

It was in America that Nicholas received his final two great breaks into real stardom.
The first was when the Rev Clement C Moore, a New York Episcopal minister, turned
from his life-work of writing a Hebrew/English lexicon, to write a fun poem for his children
one Christmas. His ‘The Visit of St Nicholas’ is now universally known by its first line:
‘T’was the Night Before Christmas’.

From Clement Moore we discovered that St Nicholas is round and pink-cheeked and
white-bearded, and that he travels at night with sleigh, reindeer and a sack of toys on his
back. It was Clement Moore who also revealed that St Nicholas enters houses down
chimneys and fills children’s stockings with toys and sweets.

So how did we find out that Father Christmas wears red? That was the US Coca-Cola
advertising campaign of 1931, who finally released the latest, up-to-date pictures of
Father Christmas: wearing a bright red, fur-trimmed coat and a large belt.

These days, it is good that Father Christmas uses reindeer
and doesn’t have to pay for petrol. In order to get round all
the children in the world on Christmas Eve, he will have to
travel 221 million miles at an average speed of 1279 miles a
second, 6,395 times the speed of sound. For all those of us
who are already exhausted just rushing around getting ready
for Christmas, that is a sobering thought.
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WANTED
Record Collections

LP's - Singles & Memorabillia
Rock - Blues - Folk - Jazz - Reggae

Large or Small
Collections in Ex Condition

> Cash Paid <
Please Call

07789 158485 or 01235 760383

Solutions on Page 22

East Challow Village Hall
Available for Private Hire

Booking Secretary
Denise Knight

01235 769933
deniseknight15@gmail.com

Across

1. Marine mammal
(5)

4. Type of
crossword (7)

8. Deviation from
the rule (7)

9. Fabric (5)

10. Rubbing or clash
(8)

11. Woody plant (4)

13. Egyptian statue
(6)

14. Creatures (6)

17. Wander (4)

19. Expert on
precious stones (8)

22. Decree (5)

23. Inactivity (7)

24. Victory (7)

25. Larceny (5)

Down

1. Dock (5)

2. Get rid of (7)

3. Fastidious (8)

4. Former name of
Sri Lanka (6)

5. Shout (4)

6. Male singing
voice (5)

7. Admit to (7)

12. Feeling
remorse (8)

13. Glut (7)

15. Take aback (7)

16. Social outcast
(6)

18. Excuse (5)

20. Helps to raise
dough (5)

21. Molecule (4)

Open Level Mat Pilates
9:30 - 10:30 am

Post-Natal Mat Pilates with Babies
10:45 - 11:45 am

Mondays in the Village Hall

Contact Sharon on 07973 273599
sharon.pilates.massage@gmail.com

mailto:sharon.pilates.massage@gmail.com
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mN Community Notice Board

WANTAGE SILVER BAND
Christmas Supper Concert

	

Sunday 11th December
East Challow Village Hall
Arrive 7pm for 7.30pm

Music with a Christmas Theme
SUPPER - included in Ticket Price

Licensed Bar Available

> > All Tickets £12 < <
01235 - 763572
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Tickets also available from

Colin Moss, 28 Hedge Hill Rd, East Challow
01235 765206

The Regent Bookshop, Regent Arcade, Wantage

The Pharmacy at Grove, Millbrook Shopping Centre

www.wantageband.org
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Vale of White Horse District Council - Cllr Dr. Paul Barrow

East Challow Neighbourhood Plan - update
TheNeighbourhoodPlanhas been submitted to theVale and someminor changes
were required. These have been made and it now enters the review stage for
checking by residents. After that itwill go to an examiner for further checking (and
nodoubt, someadditional changes)prior to theparish referendumandthis should
result in its adoption.

Hard copies of the Plan will be held from Dec 10th-22nd in St. Nicholas’s church –
Weekdays 10-4 and Sunday 2-4 and at the Cricket Club - Wednesday 4-7 and
Sunday 11-3.

Please send any comments to me at paul.barrow@whitehorsedc.gov.uk.
Sorry this whole process has taken so long. We do need this now more than
ever.

Bewley Homes proposal
Many of you (but not everyone, as far as I understand) will have received the flier
fromBewleyHomesannouncing that theywould like tobuild55homeson the land
immediately east of Canal Lane. We have all been very annoyed at the short time
for consultation! 5 days!! This has not yet come to the Vale Planning Department
although I have notified them of it plus the objections that we will be putting
forward, including (i) too many houses in the villages. If this goes through, the
village population will have increased by 191% since 2011!, (ii) The Local Plan and
ourNeighbourhoodPlan requires separationof settlements–andnotby100yards
of urban green space!, (iii) the high water table in the field (there are two natural
springs),

mailto:paul.barrow@whitehorsedc.gov.uk
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Footpaths online
Over decades rural footpaths become disused and sometimes forgotten and lost.
We have a chance during the next few years of restoring those that we wish to
restore. The Ramblers Association is providing advice and support formuch of this
work.OnDecember12that6.30JohnGordonof theRamblers,andwholives locally,
will give an online presentation about what can be done. If you are particularly
interested please ask me for the link for this.
The Ramblers are always looking for volunteers for help with path clearing and
involvement inotherways. Interested?Gotowww.ramblers.org.uk/get-involved/
volunteer-with-us.aspx

New - Challows and Childrey Hedges Group
A new cross-parish hedges group is being set up covering East and West Challow
and Childrey. The long-term goal will be to restore the lost hedges that bordered
somany of our fields and roads.We aim to encourage landowners and farmers to
plantandrestorehedgesbutwealso intendtodomuchof thisourselvessupported
by Oxfordshire Treescapes and Wild Oxfordshire.
We are looking to identify interested residents to form a group to begin planning
our work using currently available software. Planting is best done during autumn
and we are hoping to start in earnest in autumn 2023.
If you are interested in restoring our local landscape and biodiversity please feel
free to contact either of us.
Alastair Barclay ABarclay589@gmail.com
Cllr Dr Paul Barrow Paul.Barrow@whitehorsedc.gov.uk

Cllr Dr Paul Barrow
Ridgeway Ward

(iv) loss of wildlife – in the summer amphibians from the canal move up onto
pasture. Theywill disappear if therearehouses there, and (v) theexit fromthenew
houses will be through Canal Lane onto the very busy A417 close to a nasty bend,
especially if someone wants to turn right. We assume that an application will be
made and we will be fighting it! We have done as much to absorb new houses as
any village in this district. Enough is Enough.
I have received a number of comments via the parish council.
If you have any others please feel free to pass them to me directly by email.

Although their consultation is supposedly closed, I managed to contact them so
please try yourself and let them have your views at
bewleyeastchallow@neamesutton.co.uk

http://www.ramblers.org.uk/get-involved/volunteer-with-us.aspx
http://www.ramblers.org.uk/get-involved/volunteer-with-us.aspx
mailto:ABarclay589@gmail.com
mailto:Paul.Barrow@whitehorsedc.gov.uk
mailto:bewleyeastchallow@neamesutton.co.uk
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S. J. ACKRILL
BUILDING AND DECORATING CONTRACTORS

ESTABLISHED OVER 60 YEARS
VAT No. 198 9173 96

The Croft,
Letcombe Hill, East Challow
Wantage, Oxon. OX12 9RW

01235 769728
07831 247130

sjackrill@gmail.com

30p
per card

Only
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Wild Watch
From Mary...
For the last week or two we have been enjoying our Winter Jasmine flowers. The
flowers have come early before the leaves have fallen. For the past few years we had
enjoyed few flowers as the sparrows have eaten all the buds.
Seeing them lifts the spirit especially on misty mornings.
We seem to have more than our share of Collard Doves on two occasions in the past
fortnight I have counted 16 sitting on the electricity cable that crosses our garden.
From Juliet...
This late Indian summer has caused an interesting mix of growth, re growth and spring
flowering. The violets in the garden are flowering profusely, and I have seen holly hocks
and Mexican poppies with buds opening. In London a horse chestnut tree made the
national headlines for being in full bloom in October. On the allotment I have seen an
unusually large frog moving about, and I wondered if she was about to spawn, but no
sign of any frog spawn yet, and the honey bees are still very active.
Indian summers are not unusual, but we do seem to be having them more often, but the
flora and fauna cope in the most amazing ways.
The Met Office Meteorological Glossary, first published in 1916, defines an Indian
summer as 'a warm, calm spell of weather occurring in autumn, especially in October
and November. ' While the definition of an Indian
summer seems quite straightforward, the origins
of the phrase are a little hazy,
Enjoy these last warm days before the real
winter sets in.

Please share your Wild Watch
sightings or observations with me:

Juliet Teare
jgteare@yahoo.co.uk

Mary’s Meals – Double the Love
From 1 November 2022 to 31 January
2023, donations made to Mary’s Meals
will be doubled by a group of generous
supporters, up to £1.5million. Today, we
face some of our greatest challenges yet
in a world devastated by conflict, food
insecurity and the cost of living crisis,
whichwe know is affecting people here in
the UK as well as in the countries where
we work. With Double the Love, your
donation will be matched and your
kindness will go even further – meaning
we can reach even more desperately
hungry children with a life-changing
school meal. There are many ways to get
involved, find out more at
www.marysmeals.org.uk.

Katie Harding
Supporter Engagement Officer
Mary’s Meals
Unit 6, Claremont Centre,
39 Durham Street, Glasgow, G41 1BS,
Scotland
t: 0800 698 1212
m: 07842306700
e: katie.harding@marysmeals.org

Mary’s Meals Registered Charity: SC022140.
Limited Company: SC265941

http://www.marysmeals.org.uk/
mailto:katie.harding@marysmeals.org
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EAST CHALLOW ~ PARISH COUNCIL
www.eastchallowpc.co.uk

Season's Greetings
The Parish Councillor's send their best wishes to all

residents for a very
Happy Christmas and prosperous New Year.

Many Thanks
The Parish Council would like to thank all those who have
helped during the year to keep the Village running in somany
ways that often goes unnoticed, they are too numerous to
mention individually - we thank them all.

Christmas Tree Recycling
Monday 16th January 2023

Please take your old Christmas Tree(s) to the
Village Hall car park for recycling.

Trees left after this date will not be recycled.

Dog Fouling
Dog fouling is still a problem and is happening throughout

the Village.
Please be a responsible
dog owner and clear up

after your dog
there are bins provided!!
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Normal Collection Day Revised Collection Day Which Bin 

Tues 27th December Thursday 29th December Black & Food 

Tues 3rd January Thursday 5th January Green & Food only 

Tues 10th January Wednesday 11th January Black & Food 

	
	

Clerk to East Challow Parish Council

Linda Hooper
East Challow Parish Clerk

C/O East Challow Village Hall
East Challow, Wantage, Oxon

OX12 9SR

07774 405472
eastchallowclerk@gmail.com

Parish Council Meeting
Wednesday 14th December at 7.30pm
Wednesday 11th January 2023 at 7.30pm

All Villagers are invited to attend Parish Council meetings as observers.

Parish Councillors
Vanessa Bosley: (Chair) 01235 764068
Frances Webb (Vice Chair) 01235 765176

Trevor Hayes, Paul Barrow, Iris Game, Sue Terry

CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR WASTE COLLECTIONS

Please ensure your Waste & Recycling Bins are placed on the kerbside before

07.00 am to ensure your bins are emptied.




