
Parish Eucharist
Sundays: 11.15am
Family Service

2nd Sunday 9.30am (Monthly)
Weekday Eucharist
Thursdays 10am

July / August 2020
St. Nicholas Church, East Challow.

(Vale Benefice)

Vicar: Rev John Durant
The Vicarage, Main Street, Grove. OX12 7LQ

01235 766484
Email: vicar@valebenefice.org.uk
Associate Vicar: Rev Alec Gill

07739 563894
Email: vicaralec@valebenefice.org.uk

Curate: Rev Chris Ashton
Email: curatechris@valebenefice.org.uk

Licensed Lay Minister: Sue Powditch
Email: llm@valebenefice.org.uk

Benefice Office: Grove Parish Church, Main Street, Grove. OX12 7LQ
Open: Mon - Fri 10.00 - 12.00

Tel: 01235 771479
Email: office@valebenefice.org.uk

PARISH COUNCIL
The Parish Council meeting takes place in the Village Hall at 7.30pm

on the 2nd Wednesday of the month.
Clerk to the Parish Council - Sheryl Sanders: 01235 760394

Email: eastchallowpc@gmail.com
www.eastchallowpc.co.uk

Village Hall Booking Secretary
Denise Knight: 01235 766933

Churchwardens
Mrs Ruth Pepler: 01235 762197
Mrs Linda Hopkins: 01235 767121

Challow News

 

A helping hand to shape your land 

 

Local Dealer              

x Special Weekend             
Hire Rates  

x Competitive Prices   
x Friendly Service 
x Parking 

Challow House Farm, Main Street, East Challow, OX12 9SR                                                               
Tel:  01235 763103                      www.ljcannings.co.uk 

   Dickies Workwear  -  Buckler Boots 
PPE - Hoggs of Fife Country Clothing 

Sales - Service - Hire - Repair 
Garden Machinery Centre 

x After Sales Support 
x Friendly Service 

x Garden Machinery Hire     
for Trade & DIY 

x Collection & Delivery      
Service available 

Trade & DIY Hire Centre 
Plant & Tool Hire  
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	   Sunday  10.00 – 4.00pm    CLOSED  TUESDAY  
	

Find out about our new home delivery service by 
visiting our website or calling the Dews Meadow Team at our Farm 

Shop (Open Mon - Fri. 8.30 – 6.00 pm )  Sat 5pm 
 

www.dewsmeadowfarm.co.uk 
Oxford Road, East Hanney, Wantage, OX12 0HP 

 

FREE DELIVERY  
Direct to your door 

 

WANTAGE  
FARMERS’ MARKET 

 

 LAST SATURDAY  
EACH MONTH 

 

Tel: 01235 868634 

Pastoral Support
To help our Vicars Revd John Durant and Revd Alec Gill in the pastoral support of the village,
Liz Belcher will be acting as the local contact within the village for those who are in need of a
home visit, home communion or other support that we as a church may be able to provide.

If we can help, please contact Liz on 01235 763966

New Archbishop of York to be confirmed

Bishop Stephen Geoffrey Cottrell will be confirmed as the 98th Archbishop of
York this month.

The service, at 11am on Thursday 9th July, will be broadcast entirely via
video conference due to the Coronavirus restrictions.

The service, which had been due to take place in York Minster, will be in two
parts. A legal ceremony with readings, prayers and music, will be followed by
a film marking the start of Bishop Stephen’s ministry as Archbishop of York.

Bishop Stephen Cottrell says: “I am looking forward to beginning my
ministry as the 98th Archbishop of York. This isn’t quite how I imagined it
would begin. It is certainly the first time an Archbishop’s election will have
been confirmed via video conference. But we’re all having to re-imagine how
we live our lives and how we inhabit the world.

“These are difficult times. My hope is that through this service the love of
God that is given us in Jesus Christ will shine out, perhaps even to those who
while never attending a service in York Minster, might have a look online

Following in the footsteps of my many predecessors, I look forward to
serving our nation and bringing the love and peace of Christ to our world,
especially here in the north.”

The service will be available on the Church of England website.
Arrangements for Bishop Stephen’s enthronement service will be announced
later in the year.

PARISH COUNCIL
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
Following government guidelines, East Challow Parish Council cannot
hold meetings during the Covid-19 crisis.

All meetings have been cancelled until further notice.

PARISH COUNCILLORS
Vanessa Bosley: (Chair) 01235 764068
Frances Webb: (Vice Chair) 01235 765176
Sarah Parker: 01235 762565
Iris Game: 01235 770412
Trevor Hayes: trevorhayes805@btinternet.com
Paul Barrow: Paul.Barrow@whitehorsedc.gov.uk
Wende Blowfield:

Sheryl Sanders: Clerk to East Challow Parish Council.
e-mail: eastchallowpc@gmail.com.
Tel: 01235 760394



VICAR'S LETTER - A PAUSE FOR THOUGHT
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Wherever I lay my hat, that’s my home.
Home is where the heart is.
Home, sweet, home.
The word “home” brings up different thoughts, feelings, memories
and experience for all of us. Until I was 18, home for me was a
small terraced house in North East London. Since then I have lived
in 12 different houses in 8 different places! Our sense of home
comes not only from a place where we live, but also the people that
shape our lives.
Over the last few weeks, we have been told to stay at home, to
protect ourselves and others. The relationship with our own homes
and the feeling of “being at home” can be complicated and tangled
up with many different issues, particularly at this time. Our homes
have become a place of safety, but for some they have felt isolated
and even imprisoned in their own homes.
The Bible uses the term “home” to describe our relationship with
God. Psalm 16 calls God our home; that God is our place of safety.
Jesus, just before his death, resurrection and ascension, talks to his
friends about going home, John 14: 1-6. Although he is going away,
to be with God, he will be back. This is more than just a promise to
return. He says that God has a place for each of them, that God
wants to welcome them, now and forever. God wants to be our
forever home, our shelter and safety.
When we follow Jesus teachings and pattern for life, when we
encounter the truth of our need for God and the reality of Jesus as
God’s son and our saviour. We can begin to live life in all its fullness,
with God as both our destination in life and our companion through
this world. Then we can echo the words of Psalm 16 ourselves,
“Lord you are with me, you are my shelter and my home.”
What does “home” mean to you?
How are you feeling about being at home for so long?
Who are the people that make you feel at home?
How can we help others feel more at home?
God bless,
Alec



NEWS FROM THE PEWS
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Community	Fridge	
Reducing	food	waste	by	sharing!	

Did	you	know	almost	one	third	of	all	food	is	thrown	away?	
The	Mix	Community	Fridge	collects	surplus	food	from	local	
businesses	and	makes	it	available	to	everyone	for	FREE.	

Pop	in	to	help	yourself	to	something	from	the	fridge:	

	

Follow	us	on	facebook	to	find	out	what’s	in	the	fridge	
today:	

	The	Mix	Community	Fridge	

Mon	4-7pm	 Tues	9am-2pm	 Wed	1-6pm	

Thurs	9am-2pm	 Fri	1-6pm	 Sat	9am-1pm	

	

Solutions

Advertise

Your Business

Here
For more details

Contact
nigel.langford@me.com
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

Advertising
for a

Special Event ?
Contact

nigel.langford@me.com
One Month Only

Rates are Available

Hello to everyone,

St Nicholas Church is now open for private prayer between 9:00 am and
5:00pm.

There are new guidelines to adhere to such as using Hand Sanitiser,
observing the 2 metre social distancing rule should you come across anyone
else using the Church at the same time, also please ensure you are free from
infection.
This is the first step as we prepare to get our Church ready to open again,
under Government / Diocese guidelines.

The toilet will remain locked for the moment.

Thank you to all those who helped to prepare by cleaning, moving furniture,
putting items away (for the time being) to make this possible.

We would like to thank the 'All Holy Mowers' for keeping the Churchyard
under control and for all who turned up to help work outside on Saturday
June 13th and made a good job of cutting, trimming, etc.

Some children have returned to school and we wish them and the staff well.

Some Miscellaneous observations on life

What is the difference between perseverance and obstinacy ?
One is a strong will, the other is a strong won't.

Conscience (as defined by a small boy)
"Sometimes it makes me tell my Mum before my Sister does."

Living on Earth is expensive, but it does include a free trip around the sun
every year.

Linda Hopkins and Ruth Pepler
Church wardens
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S. J. ACKRILL

The Croft
Letcombe Hill
East Challow

Wantage
Oxon. OX12 9RW
T: (01235) 769728
M: (07831) 247130
F: (01235) 764326

E: caroline@ackrill4488.fsnet.co.uk

BUILDING AND DECORATING CONTRACTORS

ESTABLISHED OVER 60 YEARS
VAT No. 198 9173 96

All entries for the September 2020

Issue of the Challow News

Must be submitted by 15th August 2020

Bonny's Taxi
For all your local Destinations,

Airports, Sea Ports and Railway Stations
~ 07753 165890 ~

Reader

D. Mann
N. Langford

S. Giles L. Belcher
G. Parker L. Hopkins
P. Rumsey H. Smith
V. Brewster J. Parker

F. Webb J. Brown
T. Shand V. Brewster
D. Mann

J. Penfold
S. Giles

L. Belcher

28-Jun J. Penfold J. Teare 2-Jul M. Perkins
5-Jul Clergy M. Mann 9-Jul M. Perkins

12-Jul M. Mann H. Smith 16-Jul M. Mann
19-Jul J. Teare M. Perkins 23-Jul M. Mann
26-Jul P. Pepler K. Moss 30-Jul S. Swift
2-Aug J. Penfold J. Penfold 6-Aug No Service

July 5th A. Tranter

M. Mann

P. Rumsey

If you are unable to take your turn, please arrange to swap or ask someone to step in.

It would also be very helpful if you could also amend the copy on the church notice board

Date

Date Intercessions

28-Jun M. Mann

S. Swift

12-Jul

26-Jul J. Penfold

Flowers Thursday Sacristan

19-Jul

M. Perkins

July 12th

July 19th J. Brown

CleaningCoffeeSidespersonSacristan

J. Penfold

August 2nd

July 26th

Church Rotas

Date Readings

G. ParkerJune 28th

L. Hopkins

N. Langford M. Perkins

M. Mann J. Penfold

5-Jul

2-Aug

L. Hopkins

P. Pepler

M. Perkins

AUGUST ROTAS - To Be Confirmed
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	 Challow & Childrey Cricket Club
Clubhouse and Picturesque Grounds

Available for Parties, Functions, Matches.

Contact: 01235 763335
Email: admin@challowcricket.co.uk

Advertise your business in the Challow News
For more details

Contact: nigel.langford@me.com

D. O'SULLIVAN
DRIVES ~ PATIOS ~ PATHS ~ FENCING

~ Blockpave ~ Shingle ~ Concrete ~
~ Paving Slabs ~ Garden Walls ~

Pressure Cleaning
Patio's and Driveways

For a Free Quotation
Contact us Today

01367 244509 or 07917 113552

CHALLOW & CHILDREY CRICKET CLUB

CLUB CLOSURE
Due to COVID 19

The Cricket Club and Grounds are currently closed to the public
during the pandemic of COVID19.

Dog walkers are permitted to exercise their dogs outside of the
white boundary fence only, but must also clear up any fowling
made by their dog. We are asking that responsible dog owners

take the mess home with them and dispose of it safely.
Thank you for your co-operation in keeping a safe environment for all

and maintaining social distancing at all times
secretary@challowcricket.co.uk

WANTED
Recycle / Re use

I am collecting the plain round plastic
tops of about 3 inches or 8cm in
diameter from various products for
protection when we use candles at
Candlemas and one or two other

services through the year.
When the carton is empty please save

the top for me.
Please place them in a small clear

bag and leave them on my
doorstep

"Kemgisel" Sarajac Avenue.
Thank you
Mary Mann

Village News
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NURSERY PLACES AVAILABLE
at St Nicholas C of E Primary School

from September 2020
We are a small School in East Challow, with a family-feel

in a beautiful countryside setting
We can offer full or part-time places for children currently

3 years old
Our brand new Nursery Facility is due for completion in

September 2021
To find out more and register your interest

please contact the School Office
Email: office@challow.org ~ Phone: 01235 763858

Exciting News!
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St. Nicholas Church, East Challow.

Family Services
Suspended until Further Notice

A service for families of all ages
Interactive Story ~ Crafts ~ Refreshments

A warm welcome is given to everyone attending our services

St. Nicholas Church 200 Club - Monthly Draw

We are looking for more members ~ Would you like to join?
Subscriptions to the 200 Club contribute towards the £20,000 which is required annually to
keep our village Church open, in good repair and available for all who wish to use it.

The 200 Club is a monthly draw with 3 prizes each month - £50, £20 and £10
There is an additional prize of £100 in December.

The draw takes place on the first Sunday of every month, during coffee after morning service.
The cost is £2 per number per month, which can be paid monthly,6 monthly or annually, and

can be paid for by Cash or Standing Order.
If you would like to join the 200 Club, please contact Tricia Shand

Email: the.shandies@btinternet.com
Telephone: 01235 764222

www.challownews.org

St Nicholas Church, East Challow.
We are now OPEN for

PRIVATE PRAYER and DEVOTIONS
09.00 - 17.00

GAS ~ OIL ~ LPG
Boiler Installations and Servicing

Bathrooms & Kitchens
General Plumbing

To Book an Appointment call

01235 376808
abplumbserv.co.uk

Gas	Oil	LPG	Boiler	Installations	and	Servicing	Bathrooms	and	Kitchens	To	Book	an	Appointment	call	01235376808	

Gas	Oil	LPG	Boiler	Installations	and	Servicing	
Bathrooms	and	Kitchens	
To	Book	an	Appointment	call	01235376808	

MEADSY'S TAXI
All works covered

(Local - Airport - Contract work)
Call Chris

07748 886792
Email: c.meads@sky.com

April / May / June / July / August
These draws and all subsequent monthly draws will be drawn

when we are able to meet up again.
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TOPICAL TALK
The crash that killed off Concorde

It was 20 years ago, on 25th July 2000, that an Air France Concorde crashed
outside Paris after taking off for New York. All 109 people on board were killed,
as well as four people on the ground.
The plane was a charter flight from Charles de Gaulle airport in Paris to New
York, and most of the passengers were German tourists on a ‘dream trip’ which
would have seen them catch a cruise ship from New York to the Caribbean. But
as the Concorde hurtled down the runway, a fire started under the left wing –
possibly caused by a metal part that fell from a plane that took off moments
earlier.
The exact cause was never determined: the Concorde was also overweight, and
the landing gear mechanism was slightly defective. The wind had also shifted
slightly before take-off.
The aircraft was unable to gain height and plummeted on to a small hotel in
nearby Gonesse, where a 20-year-old guest who had just arrived escaped
miraculously by jumping from a window as her room caved in.
It was the only fatal Concorde crash in 24 years, but Concordes were grounded
as a result, and although they returned to service in November 2001, all
Concorde services stopped permanently two years later.

‘Safe spaces’ in Boots
Boots has become one of the first high street stores to create ‘safe spaces’ to
help victims of domestic abuse who need help during the coronavirus
lockdown.
The pharmacy chain, which is the biggest retailer of its kind in the UK, has
opened consultation rooms in its 2,400 high street stores. People who have
been unable to seek help while trapped at home with an abusive partner can
access these ‘safe space’ rooms.
There they will find posters providing the phone numbers of the key support
services, as well as helplines whom they can call without fear of their abuser
eavesdropping on them.

'Rock Around the Clock'
It was 65 years ago, on 9th July 1955 that the song ‘Rock Around the
Clock’ by Bill Haley and His Comets reached #1 on the Billboard chart in
the USA. It remained there for eight weeks. Although not the first rock &
roll song, it is considered the song that brought rock & roll into the
mainstream.
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Crossword / Sudoku Puzzles

Across
2. Repulse (5)
4. Prolonged (9)
6. Deadlock (7)
7. Tripod (5)
9. Answer (8)
11. Rare (8)
13. Additional (5)
14. Abjure (7)
16. Unwilling (9)
17. Shinbone (5)

Down
1. Character set (8)
2. Hazards (5)
3. Lamp (7)
4. Protagonist (9)
5. Discordant (9)
6. Publication (5)
8. Demarcation (5)
10. Type of onion (7)
12. Melting pot (8)
15. Crown-like
headdress (5)

Solutions on Page 20

Remembering the man who founded Barnardo’s
It was 175 years ago, on 4th July 1845, that Thomas Barnardo, the humanitarian
and philanthropist, was born in Dublin. He founded Barnardo’s, a charity which
continues to care for vulnerable children and young people.
The son of a furrier, he worked as a clerk until converted to evangelical
Christianity in 1862. He moved to London, intending to study medicine and
become a missionary in China. He never qualified as a doctor – despite being
known as Dr Barnardo – and soon decided that his real calling was to help poor
children living on the streets of London, where one in five children died before
their fifth birthday.
He opened his first home for boys in 1870 and soon vowed never to turn a child
away. Most Victorians saw poverty as shameful, associating it with poor morals
and laziness, but Barnardo refused to discriminate. He made sure boys were
trained and found them apprenticeships.
When Barnardo died in 1905, he left 96 homes caring for more than 8,500
vulnerable children, including those with learning difficulties. Because he believed
that children should ideally grow up in a family setting, in 1887 he introduced an
early form of fostering – boarding out children to host families.

The man who created Sherlock Holmes
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, the multi-talented writer who created Sherlock Holmes,
the world’s most famous detective, died 90 years ago, on 7th July 1930 at his home
in Sussex, probably of a heart attack. He was 71.
He had been born in Edinburgh to a prosperous Irish-Catholic family with a
dysfunctional father and a loving mother who had a talent for inventing stories. He
spent seven years in a Jesuit boarding school in England, which he loathed, and
qualified as a medical doctor at the University of Edinburgh. He added ‘Conan’ to
his name at that stage.
He wrote the first Sherlock Holmes story, A Study in Scarlet, in 1887. In all, he
wrote nearly 60 novels or short stories involving Holmes and his sidekick, Dr
Watson. He did not regard them as his best work – he wrote prolifically on many
subjects – but their characterisation and ingenious plotting made them by far the
most popular.
He was married twice – first to “gentle and amiable” Louisa Hawkins, the sister of
one of his patients, and then, after she died of tuberculosis in 1906, to the
“strikingly beautiful” and talented Jean Leckie. Towards the end of his life he
developed a strong interest in the occult and spiritualism. He was knighted in 1902.
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Tidal wave of sales coming
“This summer will be an absolute bonanza for shoppers, and they should be
selective and patient… discounting will continue throughout the summer.” So
says Clive Black, a retail analyst at Shore Capital.
He explains that billions of pounds of winter stock is coming over to the UK in
ships, but the retail warehouses are still full of unsold summer stock... “The
magnitude of what has happened has never been seen in modern times.”
No wonder, then, that some analysts predict that shops will offer up to 70 per cent
off throughout July, August and September.

Buttercups – treasure in our countryside
Buttercup! What a delicious name! Rumour has it that, as they were
frequently to be found in meadows where cows grazed, they were
responsible for butter's yellow colouring. So the name was an obvious
choice.
However, since buttercups are poisonous and therefore are avoided as far
as possible by our four-footed friends, this is somewhat unlikely. But surely,
we all remember having a buttercup held under our chin to see whether the
reflection proved that we liked butter! The shiny surface of the petals
actually has two real purposes. Firstly, to help attract insects and secondly
to act as a kind of mirror to aid the temperature regulation of the plant's
reproductive organs.
We are fortunate that buttercups do not suffer from the same unpopularity
as other poisonous plants, because if eaten, not only do they taste nasty, but
the poison will also cause blisters in the mouth of the consumer. Extensive
handling can also damage the skin, but presumably the size of bunch that
many of us picked as children did not count as 'extensive'. Fortunately,
Health and Safety experts do not yet seem to have forbidden this source of
pleasure for little people. Incidentally, the poison is reduced as the plant
dries, and hay that includes buttercups is safe for cows and horses to eat.
Buttercups help form the traditional view of the British countryside.
Differing varieties range in height from small to quite tall and although at
their peak in early summer, the golden blooms can often still be seen in
mid-autumn. Jan Struther, who wrote 'Lord of all hopefulness' also wrote a
children's hymn entitled 'Treasure' It starts:

Daisies are our silver, buttercups our gold:
This is all the treasure we can have or hold.

25th July St Christopher, patron saint of motorists
The legend goes that St Christopher was a Canaanite who lived in the 3rd
century. He was a giant of a man, of fearsome appearance. At first, he decided
to serve the devil, but when he discovered that the devil was afraid of Christ and
His Cross, Christopher decided to serve Christ instead. A nearby hermit
instructed Christopher in the Christian faith and assigned to him a place near a
river: Christopher’s job was to help travellers cross it safely.

All went well, and Christopher helped lots of people on their way until one day a
child came along and asked to be carried across. Christopher put him on his
back and set off, but was soon staggering under the astonishing weight of this
child. The child then told him that He was in fact Jesus Christ, and that He
carried the weight of the whole world. The Christ-child then told Christopher to
plant his staff in the ground: the next day it bore flowers and dates –
confirmation that the child was indeed who He claimed to be.

After some time more of helping travellers cross the river, Christopher went to
the city of Lycia, where he preached the gospel with such success that the
Roman emperor (Decius?) had him arrested and imprisoned – especially when
Christopher refused to sacrifice to the gods. Two women sent into his cell to
seduce him came out converted Christians instead. So, Christopher was beaten,
shot with arrows and finally beheaded.

Christopher has been well-loved of the English down the centuries. Many wall-
paintings of him have been placed on the north wall of churches, opposite the
porch, so that he would be seen by all who entered. There was good reason for
this: as patron saint of travellers, it was believed that anyone who saw an image
of St Christopher would not die that day. As the ancient saying goes: ‘Behold St
Christopher and go thy way in safety’.

A kind of daily insurance policy against death - this was so good that in due
course St Christopher became the patron saint of motorists. There is even a
church in the Javel area of Paris where Citroen cars are made, that is dedicated
to St Christopher. In modern times, with the increase in air and motorway
travel, Christopher has remained popular.

When in 1969 the Holy See reduced his feast day, there was a sharp protest in
several countries, led in Italy by a number of popular film stars. If you ever
travel in a taxi on the Continent, look out for a little St Christopher hanging from
the rear-view mirror beside the driver. Now you know why it is there!
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